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The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the review committee's findings and 
recommendations concerning the use of force incident which occurred on July 7, 2000. 


The Committee met on March’ 29, 2001 and consisted of myself, Commander David 
Betkey (Commander of the Department) and Commander Michael Kenyon 
(Commander of the i A The Committee determined that the use of force’ by 


Deputy Michael Yocum was within Department policy. Please advise the 
deputy of this finding. 
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INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY : 
USE OF FORCE 
DEPUTY INVOLVED SHOOTING - SUSPECT KILLED 


' IAB SH 2015757 


On July 7, 2000, Sergeants Steven Katz and Michael Colton ofthe Internal Affairs Bureau responded to 
Century Sheriff's Station to investigate the circumstances surrounding a use of force that resulted in a 
Deputy Involved Shooting wherein the suspect was killed. Lieutenant Gregory Johnson (1.A.B.) also 
responded. 


On July 7,2000, at 1559 hours, Deputy Yocum stopped a Chevy Nova driven by Suspect James Jenkins 
(Deceased) in front E ET E Yocum detained Suspect 
Jenkins and attempted to place him in the rear seat of his radio car un-handcuffed. Suspect Jenkins broke 
free from Deputy Yocum, ranto the rear yard of Virginia Avenue, and Deputy Yocum gave chase. 


Deputy Yocum and Suspect Jenkins became involved ina violent fight. During the fight, Suspect Jenkins 
struggled for and gained control of Deputy Yocum’s Beretta pistol. Deputy Yocum fought with Suspect 
Jenkins to regain his pistol and wedged his pinky finger behind the trigger to prevent Suspect Jenkins from 
shooting him. As the struggle for the pistol continued, the magazine was released from the pistol. Suspect 


Jenkins pulled the pistol from Deputy Yocum, and broke his finger. Suspect Jenkins acquired the fallen * 


magazine and reinserted it into Deputy Yocum’s pistol. 


Deputy Yocum kicked Suspect Jenkins in the groin as he struggled with him to regain control of his pistol. 
Deputy Yocum regained his pistol and as Suspect Jenkins advanced toward him again, shot Suspect 
Jenkins twice. 


Deputy Yocum received a possible concussion, lacerations to his head, a broken finger, a possibly broken 
hand, and multiple bruises. He was transported to Saint Francis Hospital where he was admitted for 
treatment 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 
YOCUM, Michael, Century Station 
MW/Adult 5'09", 175 lbs. 

SUSPECT 

JENKINS, James Everiite (Deceased) 


MB/35, D.O.B. 09-03-1964 
6'04", 200.Ibs., brown hair; brown eyes 
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CDL# CII 


James Jenkins has an extensive criminal history| 


ere was one witness in 
who saw Deputy Yocum on the ground in her backyard and Suspect Jenkins on top of Deputy Yocum 
striking him in the face. 


WITNESS 


FH/Adult 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEES STATEMENT 


Deputy Michael Yocum was interviewed on July 10, 2000 at 1345 hours at Lost Hills Sheriff's Station by 
Detective Richard Tomlin and Sergeant Dirk Edmundson of Sheriff's Homicide Bureau. Also, present 
during the interview was attorney Elisabeth Gibbons. 


Deputy Yocum said the incident started on Agnes and Bradfield where he first saw the vehicle driven by 
Suspect Jenkins. He said he was stopped ata stop sign facing north on Bradfield when he sawa grey car 
traveling west on Agnes at a high rate of speed. He was unable to pace the vehicle but believed it was fast 
fora residential neighborhood. He said he turned left and followed the grey car, and watched as the grey 
car turned north onto Bullis Rd. without stopping for the stop sign. By the time he reached Bullis Rd., 
Deputy Yocum could no longer see the grey car. 


Deputy Yocum said he tumed east onto Virginia Avenue and saw Suspect Jenkins parking the grey vehicle 
along the south curbline. He said he stopped his radio car in the street behind Suspect Jenkins’ car. He 
said Suspect Jenkins quickly exited the car and starts walking toward the passenger side of the radio cai. 


Deputy Yocum said his first thought was that Suspect Jenkins was separating himself from a stolen car. 
Deputy Yocum put the radio car in park and exited. He said Suspect Jenkins is now at the passenger’s 
window of the radio car. He said the two begin to converse over the roof of the car. Deputy Yocum said 
he asked Suspect Jenkins ifhe possessed a driver’s license. He said the suspect replied, “no.” He said 
he asked Suspect Jenkins if he was a parolee. He said the suspect replied, “yes.” Deputy Yocum directed 
Suspect Jenkins to place his hands on the hood of the car. He said the suspect'walked to the hood of the 
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car, gave hima funny look and stared at him as he placed his hands on the hood of the car. He said it “just 
kind of made the hairs on the back of my neck stand up.” Deputy Yocum said he walked around and 
grabbed Suspect Jenkins’ hands, put them behind his back and started to search him for weapons. Deputy 
Yocum said he placed the contents of Jenkins’ pockets on the hood of the radio car. He said he began 
to ask Suspect Jenkins why he stopped the car where he did. He said Jenkins told him he was here to see~ 
a friend. Suspect Jenkins could not supply the name. When asked what street he was on, Suspect Jenkins 
said he did notknow. When asked what address he was going to visit, Suspect Jenkins looked to his left, 
glanced at the address on the house and repeated it. 


Deputy Yocum said he told Suspect Jenkins he was going to put him in the back seat ofthe radio car to 
check his parole status. Hé said Suspect Jenkins said, "I'm clean, you can check me." He said he told 
Suspect Jenkins that he should not have been driving without a license, but if your parole status is clean, 
then you will be on your way. He said Suspect Jenkins said, “O.K.” 


Deputy Yocum said he walked Suspect Jenkins around to the driver's side ofthe radio car. He said as 
they reached the rear door on the driver's side ofthe radio car, he told Suspect Jenkins to spread his feet 
as he intendedto perform another quick search for weapons. He said he looked down and saw Suspect 
Jenkins was wearing slip on shoes. Deputy Yocum said he asked Suspect Jenkins to kick offhis shoes to 
search them for any weapons. 


As soon as he did, Deputy Yocum said he felt Suspect Jenkins tug at his grip. He said it was not a huge 
tug, but it was enough for him to notice. He said he felt a second stronger tug and Suspect Jenkins ripped 
his hands out ofthe control hold Deputy Yocum had them in. He said Suspect Jenkins made a spinning 
type motion, swung his arms and kicked out. He said Suspect Jenkins was facing him, looked at him and 
took off running. 


Deputy Yocum said Suspect Jenkins ran east on Virginia Avenue and he gave chase. Deputy Yocum said 
he now believed the car driven by Suspect Jenkins was stolen. Deputy Yocum grabbed his hand-held 
radio microphone and asked for the “patch.” He said the dispatcher did not acknowledge the request and 
he continued to chase Suspect Jenkins. He said he wanted to follow the suspect to see where he was going 
to set up containment when someone answered him on the radio. 


Deputy Yocum said at that point he was kind of lost on what happened. He said he just knows that he 
ran into the suspect at the chain link fence. He said he has no recollection ofhow he got through or over 
the chain link fence into the backyard of [J Virginia Ave. 


Deputy Yocum said shortly thereafter, he grabbed onto Suspect Jenkins’ shirt and Suspect Jenkins grabbed 

onto his uniform and pulled him through the yard. Deputy Yocum said he was digging his boots into the 
dirt to stop Suspect Jenkins from pulling him, but Jenkins continued to pull him into the yard. He said they 
reached a tree in the back yard when Suspect Jenkins looked down at his gun and with both hands, 
reached down and grabbed his gun in the holster. Deputy Yocum said no words were spoken by the 
suspect. 
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Deputy Yocum said he was pretty scared at this point and believed Suspect Jenkins might have had some 
king oftraining because he (Jenkins) dragged him to the backyard and grabbed his weapon in the manner 
thathe did. Deputy Yocum said he reached down and grabbed his gun in the holster with both hands and 
astruggle over the gun began. He said as the struggle continued he and the suspect fell to the ground, 
struggling for the weapon in his holster. Deputy Yocum said at this point, Suspect Jenkins began striking 
him in the head with his fist multiple times. E 


Deputy Yocum said he could feel things getting blurry after being hit in the head repeatedly. He said he felt 
he was losing control of his ability to remain conscious. He said he reached over with his left hand to 
activate the emergency trigger on his hand-held radio. He said at that point his weapon came out of his 
holster. He said he reached back with his left hand and grabbed the weapon. He said he placed his pinky 
fingerofhis right hand behind the triggerto preventthe weapon form firing. He said Suspect Jenkins 
continued to hit him and the struggle for the weapon continued. During the struggle, Deputy Yocum said 
he heard the safety on his weapon click off. He said he reached up and put the safety back on. At that 
poirit, he said he could feel the trigger being pulled against his pinky finger. Deputy Yocum said this series 
ofeventsreinforced for him that Suspect Jenkins was actively trying to fire his weapon. Deputy Yocum 
said he heard the safety being taken offa second time by Suspect Jenkins. He said he clearly heard the 
safety click. He said he reached up and reapplied the safety again. During this time, Deputy Yocum said 
the struggle for the gun is continuing as the suspect continued to strike him in the face and on his 
head. 


Deputy Yocum said at some point during the struggle, he told the suspect that he did not want to die. He 
said he told the suspect to let go of his gun and run. He said he repeated this several times. 


IABNote: Atthis point in the interview, Deputy Yocum became emotional and 
a break was suggested to allow him to compose himself. 


Deputy Yocum said Suspect Jenkins did not respond and did not take the opportunity to flee the scene. 
He said henow believed Suspect Jenkins’ thought process was to kill him. Deputy Yocum said he could 
hear Suspect Jenkins making grunting noises as they continued to fight over control of his weapon. 


Deputy Yocum said he grabbed the magazine well arid dropped the magazine out of his weapon to remove 
the ammunition source of his weapon. He said he was uncertain of the time sequence, however, he is 
certain he was looking down the barrel of his weapon a couple of times. He said during the struggle 
Suspect Jenkins was able to get on top ofhim and turn the gun into his face. Deputy Yocum said that he 
fought to keep the barrel of his gun pointed away from him so that in the event the weapon went off, the 
single chambered round would fire and there would be no more ammunition in the weapon. 


Deputy Yocum said that although he did not see it, he heard the magazine slide back into the weapon and 
lock in. His thought at that point was that Suspect Jenkins had reloaded the magazine into the weapon. 
Not only was Suspect Jensen fighting him to the death, but he also knows how the weapon operates 
(safety, magazine). 
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Deputy Yocum said the next thing he remembers is being on his back. Suspect Jenkins was on top ofhim 
with the gun in his face. His pinky finger is wedged behind the trigger, he believes the safety is still engaged, 
and he can feel pressure against his pinky as Suspect Jenkins applied pressure to the trigger. Deputy 
Yocum said from this position, he reached up and kicked Suspect Jenkins in the groin as hard as he could 
with his left foot. He said he heard Suspect Jenkins grunt as if the wind had been knocked out ofhim. He 
said he felt Jenkins’ grasp on the weapon release and is able to turn the weapon around. He said he still 
believed Suspect Jenkins would again attempt to take his weapon away and kill him. 


Deputy Yocum said he released the safety on the weapon and fired one round at Suspect Jenkins. He said 
he was on the ground on his back and aimed at a figure he believed to be Suspect Jenkins in front of him. 
He said after firing the first round he does not remember much. He remembered hearing a deep sucking 
noise coming from Suspect Jenkins. Deputy Yocum said he remembers firing a second round but does not 
know ifeither of the rounds fired struck Suspect Jenkins. He said he fired the second round because he 
wanted to stop Suspect Jenkins actions. He said he thought to himself that he was still “going out" and if 
he passes out, and he has not stopped Suspect Jenkins, Suspect Jenkins will take his weapon, fire it at him 
and kill him. 


Deputy Yocum said he remembered seeing Suspect Jenkins fall to the ground and onto his back. At that 
point, Deputy Yocum said he recalls falling backward onto his back from his knees, laying down looking 
tohis left and'seeing Suspect Jenkins. Deputy Yocum said he continued to hear the sucking noises coming 
from Suspect Jenkins. He said his weapon was in his right hand and he reached up to his radio and said 
something to S.C.C. He did not know what he said at that time. The next thing he heard was sirens, aero 
overhead, female voices screaming, and a deputy (Ahmad) yelling for him. He said he made a second 
transmission during which he requested paramedics. 


Deputy Yocum said a deputy ran up to him and asked him if he had been shot. He said he told the deputy 
he didnot think so. He said he watched the Deputy roll Suspect Jenkins over, handcuff him and then come 
back to him.. He said he remembered additional deputies, paramedics and firefighters entering the 
backyard. 


Deputy Yocum said his shift began at lilllhours and nothing unusual happened before he came in contact 
with Suspect Jenkins. Deputy Yocum said he did not know and has had no previous contact with Suspect 
Jenkins. 


The interview was concluded at 1435 hours. 


IAB Note: Exhibit A - Homicide Book pages 57-60 


WITNESS STATEMENTS 


E. interviewed at on July 7, 2000 at 1912 hours at Century Sheriff's Station by Sergeant 
Dirk Edmundson of Sheriff's Homicide Bureau. Present for the interview was Sergeant Steven Katz of 


the Internal Affairs Bureau along with Deputy District Attorney Marcia Daniel and District Attorney 


| — m she was in her home and witnesseda part ofthe shooting. She said she was getting out 
ofthe shower when she heard someone coming into the gate in her backyard. She said she always keeps 
the gate locked. She said she looked out of her window that overlooks the backyard and saw two figures 
fighting and struggling. At first she thought they were children. She said she did not sée the policeman until 
he got up. She said she saw the two figures on the ground. She said the suspect was “hitting the cop real 
bad” and that was when she noticed the other figure was a policeman. She described the suspect as 
straddled over the deputy and hitting him in the face. She said the deputy looked like he was in trouble. 


said she recognized the other figure was a deputy because she saw his uniform shitt. 


EIE she saw the deputy and suspect standing at one point, but she never saw either of their 

faces. She said the two were wrestling and the next thing she heard was a shot. She said she ran to the 
phone and was calling for help when she heard a second shot. She said she never looked out her window 
into the backyard after she telephoned for help. 


ic after she telephoned for help, she ran to the front of her house, flagged down arriving 
deputies, and directed them to Deputy Yocum. 


aid the suspect fighting with Deputy Yocum was wearing a navy blue T-shirt and black 
pants. She said she thought the suspect was Black and described his hair as curly. 


The interview was concluded at 1920 hours. 
IAB Note: Exhibit A - Homicide Book pages 55-56 


Deputy Kamal Ahmad 

Deputy Ahmad was interviewed at on July 7, 2000 at 1900 hours at the Command Post by Detective 
Richard Tomlin of Sheriff's Homicide Bureau. Sergeant Michael Colton of Internal Affairs Bureau was also 
present. 


Deputy Ahmad was assigned to Unit 212B on the PM shift. While listening to the radio, he heard the 
Sheriff's Communications Center dispatcher attempt to verify a radio transmission made using the radio 
assigned to Deputy Yocum. The transmission by Deputy Yocum was apparently garbled and could not 
be understood. He said two to three minutes later, SCC advised that a deputy needed assistance and a 
deputy involved shooting had taken place at [Virginia Avenue, Lynwood. 
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Deputy Ahmad said he was at Long Beach Blvd. and Virginia Avenue and drove to the location. When 
he arrived, he stopped his radio car at He said he saw Deputy Yocum’s radio car 
parked in the street. He said he did not know where Deputy Yocum was and began to yell his name as 
he searched the area for him. 


Deputy Ahmad said a woman stepped out of the residence at S Avenue, pointed to her 
backyard and said, “He is in my backyard. | think he is dead.” Deputy Ahmad ran up the driveway to the 
backyard of the location. He said he saw the suspect lying just inside the gate in the informant’s backyard. 
He said the suspect was face up and he could not tell if he was moving. ‘ 


Deputy Ahmad continued to yell for Deputy Yocum. He said he heard a groaning noise and followed the 
noise to Deputy Yocum. He said Deputy Yocum was in the same yard, six feet north of the suspect. He 
said Deputy Yocum was bleeding from his head and was drifting in and out of consciousness. He said 
Deputy Yocum was able to tell him he had not been shot. He said Deputy Yocum told him the suspect had 
beaten hin over the head with something. 


Deputy Ahmad checked the suspect, searched him for weapons, rolled him onto his stomach and 
handcuffed him. He said he advised units of his location and requested paramedics respond to the scene. 


The interview was concluded at 1910 hours. 


IAB Note: Exhibit A - Homicide Book page 25 & 51-52 


SUSPECT STATEMENT t 


Deceased 


INJURIES 

Theautopsy report lists the cause of death as multiple gunshot wounds. One wound is described as an 
intermediate range, penetrating, fatal wound to the left chest with path involving the left pleural cavity and 
left lung. The second wound is described as an intermediate/distant range, penetrating, fatal wound to the 
right chest with path through the right chest wall, pericardium, heart, pericardium, diaphragm, liver, 
diaphragm, left lower lobe of the left lung, and left chest wall to the left back. 


IAB Note: Exhibit A - Homicide book page 96 


Deputy Yocum's injuries include several cuts on the top, back and sides of his head. One ofhis doctors 
told him the cuts on the left side ofhis head appear to be little contusions. He continues to experience 
headaches, pain to his neck, and pain down the left side ofhis shoulder. The small finger on his right hand 
was broken and his right hand was immobilized in a cast. He was also told he had received a concussion 


as a result of the blows to his head. 
Sergeant Edmundson noted during the interview that Deputy Yocum’s face was swollen, he could see what 


appeared to be small lacerations about his head, anda cast on his right-hand extending to his mid forearm. 
He also saw contusions and swelling on the knuckles of his left hand. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


The following evidence was recovered from the scene: 


EV-1- Miscellaneous papers including pages from an address book and various business cards. 
EV-2- Address book. 

EV-3- Plastic comb. 

EV-4- Plastic key ring. 

EV-5- Two match books and two quarters. 

EV-6- Key ring with two keys. 

EV-7- "Sreamlight"flashlight belonging to Deputy Yocum. 

EV-8- Expended 9mm shell.casing. 

EV-9- LASD Trauma Kit. 

EV-10- Handgun, Beretta 92FS, S/N BERI. 

EV-11- Leather "Sam Browne” keeper strap. 

EV-12- LASD green uniform pants stained with blood and dirt. 
EV-13- Ink pen stained with blood. 

EV-14- Expended 9mm shell casing. 

EV-15- Two Coroner's office evidence envelopes containing bullets 
EV-16- Clothing belonging to Suspect Jenkins 


All firearms evidence was examined at the Sheriff's Crime Lab by Jeff Wallley AMI No latent prints 


could be developed from any firearms evidence. 

IAB Note: Exhibit A - Homicide Book pages 69-73 
A Gunshot Residue examination was performed by Debra Kowal of the Coroner's office (GSR kit 
#B3471) on Decedent Jensen. The analysis revealed several highly specific particles of gunshot residue 
on both the right and the left hand adhesive lift samples. The decedent may have discharged a firearm or 


had his hands otherwise in an environment of gunshot residue. 


IAB Note: Exhibit A - Homicide Book page 61 


INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS 


Sergeant Steven Katz and Sergeant Michael Colton were escorted through the crime scene by Homicide 
Bureau Lieutenant Ray Peavy. 


